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EPIGRAPHICA TOMITANA (I)

DRAGOŞ HĂLMAGI*

Abstract: The present contribution opens a series of epigraphic notes on the Greek inscriptions 
from Tomis, offering new readings for ISM II, 30 (funerary epigram), 105 (statue base for Geta), 117, 
334 (votive altars), 415 and 422 (epitaphs).

Keywords: Greek inscriptions from Tomis, honorific inscriptions, votive inscriptions, epitaphs, 
Publius Septimius Geta

Summing up three decades of publications, the supplement to the corpus of 
Tomitan inscriptions also included a series of indispensable corrections to Iorgu 
Stoian’s editions. Several other inscriptions were reinterpreted recently1. The present 
note is the first instalment of a series of new readings and interpretations. 

The six inscriptions presented below2 were first published by G.G. Tocilescu in 
Archäologisch-epigraphische Mitteilungen aus Österreich-Ungarn. The monuments 
are part of the collections of the former National Museum of Antiquities (MNA), 
now the “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest. Unfortunately, their 
republication by Stoian left much to be desired3. 

1. ISM II, 30 (fig. 1, inv. L 978a–b). Carelessly read and claimed to be a 
catalogue of names, the inscription is a funerary epigram set in a tabula ansata. It 
has six verses arranged in twelve lines:

 [– – – – – – – – – – – – –]οι καὶ σω-                 
 [– – – – – – – – – – – – –] ε ̣ἶχον                        
 [– – – – – – – – – – – – –] σ ̣οφίῃ                       
 [– – – – – – – – – – – – –] vac.                           

5 [– – – – – – – – – – – – –]α πε-                           
 [– – – – – – – – – – – – – – –] 

* “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology, Bucharest; e-mail: dragoshhalmagi@gmail.com. 
This paper benefited from the helpful comments of an anonymous referee to whom I am grateful.

1 Avram 2018 (ISM II, 204, 314, 407, 444); Avram 2019a (ISM II, 4, 5, 19, 27); Avram 2019b 
(ISM II, 253, 308, 331, 358, 434); Avram, Hălmagi 2019 (ISM II, 37, 98, 314).

2 Photographs by the author.
3 For a general criticism, see BÉ 1988, 15 and the introduction of ISM VI.2, p. 9–11.   
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[– – – – – – – – – – – νηπ]ί ̣α̣χον ̣
[– – – – – – – – – – – – –] vac.
[– – – – – – – – – – – – Π]ρόκλος?                       

10 [– – – – – – – – – – – – –] vac.
[– – – – – – – – – – – – –]φειν                            
[– – – – – – – – – – – – – – –] 

L. 9: or [Πάτ]ροκλος.

If restored correctly, [νηπ]ί ̣α̣χον ̣ indicates the tomb of a child.

Fig. 1. Funerary epigram (ISM II, 30).

2. ISM II, 105 = ISM VI.2, 105 (fig. 2/1–2, inv. L 45). Fragmentary base,  
92 × 28.5 × 31.5 cm, reused as building material, with an inscription in elegant 
letters. It probably carried a life-size marble statue. The name of the honorand has 
been erased.
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 1    2
Fig. 2. 1. Statue base for Geta (ISM II, 105); 2. detail.

 τὸ[ν〚Καίσαρα ]
Π ̣ό̣π̣λ̣ι[̣ον Σεπτίμιον]
Γ ̣έ̣τ̣α̣ν̣ [υἱὸν καὶ ἀδελ]-
φὸ ̣ν ̣〛 Σε[βαστῶν ἡμε]-

5 τέρων [ἡ βουλὴ καὶ ὁ]
δῆμο[ς τῆς λαμπρο]-
τάτης̣̣̣ [μητροπόλε]-
ως Τό[μεως. ]
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L. 1–4: previously undeciphered. L. 4: ΣΗ in previous editions, but ΣΕ  
on stone.

Translation:
The council and the people of the most splendid metropolis of Tomis praise the 

Caesar Publius Septimius Geta, son and brother of our Augusti.

The dedication indicates that the statue was part of a statuary group portraying 
members of the imperial family. The titulature dates the monument to 198–209 AD4. 
Statue bases dedicated to Geta are numerous in North Africa5, Italy and the western 
provinces, but they are also found in the Greek East6. His name was erased after 
damnatio memoriae in 2127.

3. ISM II, 117 (fig. 3, inv. L 1501). The form Ὑγιηέαι is odd. I propose the 
following reading: 

 – – – – – – – – 
[– – – – – ἀνέ]-

1 [θηκ]ε̣ν ἁλ̣[ύσι]-
[ον? κ]αὶ ἀρὰ[̣ν]
Ἀ̣σ̣κληπ̣ί̣[ῳ] 
κ̣αὶ Ὑγίῃ ἐκ̣ ν̣[ό]-

5 σου vac. σωθ̣εὶς̣.
         vacat

L. 1/2: or ἅλ̣[υσ|ιν].

4 Geta was elevated as Caesar in the fall of 197, when Septimius Severus was acclaimed 
imperator for the tenth time (Kienast 1996, p. 157, 166), or on 28 January 198, when the emperor took 
the title Parthicus Maximus (Kienast 1996, p. 156) on the centenary of Trajan’s accession. 

5 See, for example, IRT2 433–444, statue bases of Geta  at Lepcis Magna. IRT2 390 (Septimius 
Severus), 402 (Iulia Domna), 419 (Caracalla) and 433 (Geta) were part of the same assemblage and 
were all dedicated between December 199 and December 200 by M. Calpurnius Geta Attianus and  
his son.

6 I.Ephesos 4109, base for four statues of Septimius Severus, Iulia Domna, Caracalla and Geta; 
IGR III, 419–421 (cf. Bean 1960, p. 74–75), bases for Septimius Severus, Caracalla and Geta at Sia in 
Pisidia; Paribeni, Romanelli 1914, p. 170, no. 118–119 (with improved reading by Bean, Mitford 1962, 
p. 208, n. 41), for Caracalla and Geta at Lamos in Cilicia; IOSPE I² 199 A-B, a double base for Caracalla 
and Geta at Olbia.

7 For a detailed account, see Varner 2004, p. 168–184; Krüpe 2011, p. 196–244.
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Fig. 3. Dedication to Asklepios and Hygieia (ISM II, 117).

Translation:
... consecrated the chain and the altar(?) to Asklepios and Hygieia, having been 

saved from illness.

Dedications of ἁλύσια are not uncommon. An inscription from the Asklepieion 
at Athens (IG II/III³, 1, 898) lists a silver chain paid as fine (l. 60: ἁλύσιον ἀργ̣υροῦν 
[τ]ὸ εἰσπραχθέ(ν)) among the consecrated objects, and two other objects attached to 
chains which were dedicated by individuals (l. 110–111: κύλινδρος, ἔνι τραγέλα̣[φ|ος, 
ὃν – – –  ἀν]έθη(κεν) [καὶ] ἁλύσιον τὸ ἐνδεδεμένον, and l. 124: [– – –]η ἁλυσίωι 
ἀργ[υρῶι δεδεμέ]νη, ἣν ἀνέθη(κεν) Καλ ̣λίστιον). These objects were also dedicated 
to other gods: two priests offered a chain with medallion(s) in the sanctuary of Hekate 
in Lagina (I.Stratonikeia 653a: ἅλυσιν σὺν ἀσπι[δίσκῃ vel δίσκαις]).  

The word ἀρά appears in several votive inscriptions from Crete, probably with 
the meaning “vow” (I.Cret I xxv, 3; I.Cret I xxxi, 7; SEG 23, 593). However, the word 
can also be explained here as a Latin loanword, synonym to βωμός. This possibility 
is reinforced by an inscription on a small altar of unknown provenance (inv. 1627), 
republished by Florian Matei-Popescu8: it was dedicated in a curious mixture of Latin 
and Greek as αρα Ε̣ι̣<νο>υεικτι, ara(m) Invicti9.

8 Matei-Popescu 2011, p. 269–271, no. 3 (AÉ 2011, 1144; SEG 61, 587). 
9 The editor read ΟΥΙΚΤΙ or ϹΙΥΙΚΤΙ. For similar dedications, see AÉ 1937, 231 (Rome): 

dei Solis Invicti Mithrae aram; Künzl 1977, p. 321–322, D (Benningen, on the Neckar limes): ara(m) 
Hercul(is) Invi(cti). The use of ει for /ĭ/ is not uncommon in contemporary Greek inscriptions: 
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4. ISM II, 334 (fig. 4, inv. L 568). Published as a funerary monument, it is, in 
fact, a fragmentary altar. The inscription with deeply incised letters reads:

 – – – – – – – – – 
1 [– – – –]έ̣ρ̣ω̣ν̣? 

[– – – –].ίου ἀν-
[έθηκε]ν θεῷ Ἥ-
[ρωι ὑπ]έρ τε ἑαυ-

 5 [τοῦ κα]ὶ συμβίου
[καὶ τέ]κνω̣ν. vac.

L. 2/3: or Ἡ|[λίῳ].

Fig. 4. Dedication to Heros (or Helios) (ISM II, 334).

Translation:
… son of … ios dedicated to the god Heros10 (or Helios) on behalf of himself 

and his wife and children.

Ἀρεισταγόρου (ISM VI.2, 490, probably from Istros), Δειογένης (IG X,2 1 922 – Thessalonike), 
Δειωγένης (I.Perinthos 185), Δειονοισίᾳ (I.Perinthos 177). For the loss of final -m in Latin, see Väänänen 
1981, p. 66–67; Adams 2007, p. 74, n. 168, p. 636, 653. Cf. also τίτολο in ISM VI.2, 544.

10 Other dedications to θε̣ῷ Ἥρωι without epithets: IGBulg II, 487; II, 755; I.Byzantion S17.
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5. ISM II, 415 (fig. 5, inv. L 913). Fragment of a funerary inscription set in a 
tabula ansata:

               [    ὁ δεῖνα        τοῦ δεῖνος      ]
 1 [τὴν πύελον? ζῶν καὶ φρον]ῶν  

[ἐκ τῶν ἰδίων κατεσκε]ούασε
     – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  

Fig. 5. Funerary inscription (ISM II, 415).

The text is probably similar to that of ISM II, 294, with the word 
κατεσκεούασε(ν) misspelled in the same way. The same mistake appears in epitaphs 
from Asia Minor, particularly from Bithynia11, indicating a possible origin of this 
“inscriptional regionalism”12.

6. ISM II, 422 (fig. 6, inv. L. 836). Fragment of a funerary inscription:

  [– – – – – σθέ vel γέ]-
 1 νους [Τομείτης φυ]-
  λῆς Οἰ[νώπων – – –]
  [π]α̣ρεῖχ̣[εν? – – – –]
   – – – – – – – – – – – 

11 I.Mus Iznik 1232, 1236, 1337, 1452; TAM IV.1, 295. For Bithynians at Tomis, see  
Avram 2013.

12 Adams 2007, p. 678. 
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Fig. 6. Funerary inscription (ISM II, 422).

The text seems to transition from prose to verse at the end of line 213. The phyle 
Oinopes is also mentioned in ISM II, 255 and 375.
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REZUMAT

Contribuția de față deschide o serie de note epigrafice privind inscripțiile grecești de la Tomis, 
oferind lecturi noi pentru ISM II, 30 (epigramă funerară), 105 (bază de statuie pentru Geta), 117, 334 
(altare votive), 415 și 422 (epitafuri).

Cuvinte-cheie: inscripții grecești de la Tomis, inscripții onorifice, inscripții votive, epitafuri, 
Publius Septimius Geta

EXPLICAȚIA FIGURILOR

Fig. 1. Epigramă funerară (ISM II, 30).
Fig. 2. 1. Bază de statuie pentru Geta (ISM II, 105); 2. detaliu. 
Fig. 3. Dedicație pentru Asklepios și Hygieia (ISM II, 117). 
Fig. 4. Dedicație pentru Heros (sau Helios) (ISM II, 334). 
Fig. 5. Inscripție funerară (ISM II, 415). 
Fig. 6. Inscripție funerară (ISM II, 422). 
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IRT²  J.M. Reynolds, J.B. Ward-Perkins et alii, The Inscriptions of Roman 
Tripolitania. Enhanced electronic reissue http://inslib.kcl.ac.uk/
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JbRGZM Jahrbuch des Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz
JRA Journal of Roman Archaeology, Portsmouth, Rhode Island
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